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RELEASE BY THE HON. DON DUNSTAN, Q.C., M.P., LEADER OF OPPOSITION 
IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 18/10/69. 
Parliamentary representation in Australia is quite 
unsatisfactory. All Lower Houses except that in Tasmania 
are gerrymandered. In New South Wales, Queensland and Victoria, 
urban seats have 30% more voters to elect a member to Parliament 
than non-urban seats. In South Australia, even under the 
Liberals present proposed distribution, it will be 60% more, 
while at present two-thirds of the people elect only one-third 
of the members. In Western Australia, the seats vary in 
numbers of voters from more than 12,000 to less than 2,000. 
Upper Houses other than that of New South Wales (which is not 
elected by the people at all) all have gerrymandered electorates 
giving an undue weight to country voters, and in South Australia 
and Tasmania a selective franchise for Upper Houses has given 
an even heavier conservative weighting. Upper Houses have been 
merely weapons of conservative resistance to popular policies. 
Parliamentary procedure is everywhere outmoded, time-
wasting and ineffective. Most Parliaments do not provide 
sufficient time to question Ministers, or to follow up replies 
with further questions. Most Parliaments provide insufficient 
or no time for measures proposed by private members. 
Parliaments have become talking shops - there is far 
too much pointless speech-making and far too little effective 
work. We need : 
(a) t o amend the Federal Constitution to ensure one 
vote one value in all State and Federal 
elections, as proposed by the A.L.P. 
(b) to revise Parliamentary procedures radically. 
(c) to have Federal Governments set up joint 
planning and administration so they 
co-operate in setting priorities in education, 
hospitals, planning and development instead 
of pulling apart as now. 
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